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Introduction 

In September 2019, the School of Architecture and Planning launched four new 
research hubs: 

 Architecture and Planning History and Theory Research Hub (HT Hub); 
 Digital Research Hub (DRH); 
 Exhibitions Research Hub (X_Hub); and 
 Future Cities Research Hub. 

The hubs highlight areas of specialist research activity in the School and give 
collective profile to the work being done in these areas by staff and postgraduate 
students. The hubs also encourage collaborative research, both within and 
beyond the University, including research with industry and other institutional 
partners.  

This symposium is the first event to be hosted by the newly formed HT Hub. It 
brings together presentations from current students and recent graduates 
undertaking research in the field of heritage conservation, at either doctoral or 
master’s level, including the research project in the Master of Heritage 
Conservation (MHerCons) in Built Heritage and the Master of Urban Planning 
(Professional) and Heritage Conservation (MUrbPlan(Prof)HerCons).  

The symposium demonstrates the extent of the recent and current postgraduate 
research being done in the School in the field of heritage conservation, gives 
collective profile to that research, helps those engaged in the research to get to 
know each other better, and provides the opportunity for wider discussion and 
feedback on the work. 

In addition, Pamela Dziwulska joins us as an invited guest speaker. Pam is a 
conservation architect with Salmond Reed Architects and Chair of ICOMOS New 
Zealand. In 2018 she received a scholarship from the Society for the Protection 
of Ancient Buildings (SPAB) to undertake its year-long conservation training 
programme in the UK. She will speak about this experience.  

Many thanks to all speakers for sharing their work, to Elizabeth Aitken Rose, 
Paola Boarin and Kai Gu for joining me in chairing sessions, and to all attendees 
for contributions to the discussion.  

Julia Gatley 

Co-director, HT Hub and Symposium Convenor 
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Programme 

8.50 a.m. Welcome  
Session 1 
 

To Retrofit,  
Or Not 

Paola Boarin to chair 
 

9 a.m. 
 
 

Priscila Besen 
 
 

Heritage for the Future: Integrating Energy Retrofitting to 
Seismic Upgrades of Unreinforced Masonry Buildings in New 
Zealand 

9.30 a.m. 
 

Ambrosia Crum 
 

Seismic Retrofitting of Māori Wharenui in Aotearoa New 
Zealand 

10 a.m. 
 

Jean Keay 
 

Demolition by Neglect: Tools for Preventing the Loss of New 
Zealand’s Heritage Buildings 

10.30 a.m. Morning tea  
Session 2 
 

Cultural 
Landscapes 

Elizabeth Aitken Rose to chair 
 

11 a.m. 
 

Nicola Short 
 

Ihumaatao and Valuing the SOUL of Our Cultural Heritage 
Landscapes 

11.30 a.m. 
 

Carolyn Hill 
 

Carrying our Anchors: One Pākehā’s Reflection on Kā Huru 
Manu in a Season of Change 

12 noon 
 
 

Candida Rolla 
 
 

The Cross-fertilisation of Ideas between New Zealand and 
Overseas Heritage Architecture and Cultural Landscape 
Conservation 

12.30 p.m. Lunch  
Session 3 
 

Design 
Movements 

Julia Gatley to chair 
 

1.30 p.m. 
 

Ye Li 
 

Interpreting the Changing Built Environments in China: 
Case Studies of Nanjing and Guangzhou 

2 p.m. 
 

Phillip Hartley  
 

Thoroughly Modern Heritage: The Early Years; 1930s New 
Zealand and an Emergent Modernism 

2.30 p.m. 
 

Alice Morris 
 

Early Architecture of Hamilton Architect, Terence P. Vautier, 
from the Late 1930s to the Early 1950s 

3 p.m. Afternoon tea  
Session 4 
 

Urban  
Auckland 

Kai Gu to chair 
 

3.30 p.m. 
 
 

Kok Hong Wan 
 
 

The Perception of Operating and/or Owning a Business in a 
Historic Heritage Area, using Karangahape Road as an 
Example 

4 p.m. 
 

Joy Park 
 

The Delivery of Heritage Values through Urban 
Regeneration 

4.30 p.m. 
 

Dongxue Liu 
 

Cultural Heritage and Planning for a Multicultural Society: A 
Case Study of Auckland 

 
Invited Guest 
Speaker 

Julia Gatley to chair 
 

5 p.m. 
 
 
 

Pamela Dziwulska 
 
 
 

The SPAB Scholarship – Conservation Philosophy and 
Technical Training: The Importance of Building Fabric in the 
Retention of Historic Buildings and the Sustainable Design 
of New Buildings 

5.30 p.m. Closing Remarks  
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Heritage for the Future: Integrating Energy Retrofitting to Seismic Upgrades of 
Unreinforced Masonry Buildings in New Zealand 

Priscila Besen 

Energy retrofit is a key strategy for the sustainable management of historic buildings, 
ensuring healthy indoor environments can be maintained without excessive energy 
input. In New Zealand, however, there is a gap between heritage preservation practices 
and energy efficiency considerations. Existing policies for heritage building adaptation 
only focus on other types of upgrades, such as seismic strengthening, fire safety and 
accessibility. In terms of industry practice, most refurbishment projects only include 
shallow improvements, without making deep modifications to energy efficiency and 
indoor comfort. With the Building (Earthquake-prone Buildings) Amendment Act 2016 
taking effect in 2017, thousands of buildings are required to be retrofitted over the next 
decades, including approximately 2,000 Unreinforced Masonry Buildings (URM) of great 
historic significance. While the requirements are only related to seismic retrofit, there is 
now the opportunity to integrate thermal upgrades into these interventions, in order to 
improve the energy performance and usability of these buildings in the future. This 
doctoral research analyses the possibilities of including energy upgrades as part of the 
seismic retrofitting of URM buildings in New Zealand, proposing a range of levels of 
intervention, considering a respectful approach to the heritage fabric. Three historic 
buildings were selected as case studies in different cities that represent the range of 
climatic conditions in New Zealand: Auckland, Wellington and Dunedin. Energy retrofit 
scenarios will be proposed for each building, where the impact of these interventions will 
be analysed in terms of implications on energy performance and compatibility with 
heritage conservation principles. 

 

Seismic Retrofitting of Māori Wharenui in Aotearoa New Zealand 

Ambrosia Crum 

The design of Māori wharenui, refined over the last 180 years, has given rise to a 
distinctive typology that demonstrates an understanding of tectonic-narrative 
expression. These buildings embody centuries of cultural knowledge and the expertise of 
Māori builders whose building practices, technologies, materials and artworks are 
responses to matters of resilience to natural hazards. 

Māori communities are increasingly undertaking seismic strengthening projects as pre-
emptive measures to address potential risks present in the structure of their wharenui. 
The literature on Māori building technologies scarcely addresses matters of resilience and 
there is currently no formalised methodology to guide wharenui seismic retrofit practice. 
New approaches to current retrofit practice are vital to ensure the retention of the 
cultural dimensions present in both building and community. 

Through a macro-level analysis of recently completed retrofit projects, this article 
identifies issues present in current practice. This study proposes a new framework which 
recognises wharenui as taonga tuku iho (ancestral treasures) and a new category of 
building in regulations. This approach advocates for the development of proactive 
solution-focussed strategies that enable communities to exercise self-determination. 
Design solutions must be community centric and led by either indigenous practitioners or 
culturally competent consultants with an understanding of Te Ao Māori. Implementation 
strategies derived from and for Māori communities are required to provide the necessary 
catalyst for change, as is outlined in this study. 

This work, co-authored with Deidre Brown, Tūmanako Fa’aui, Naomi Vallis and Jason 
Ingham, has been published in Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society A, in the 
theme issue, “Environmental Loading of Heritage Structures”. Set within the context of 
pre-disaster readiness, this study investigated the resilience of Māori buildings and 
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communities through a dual interpretation of seismic, regulatory and historical 
frameworks. 

 

The SPAB Scholarship – Conservation Philosophy and Technical Training: The 
Importance of Building Fabric in the Retention of Historic Buildings and the 
Sustainable Design of New Buildings 

Pamela Dziwulska 

In both the context of historic buildings and sustainable building practices, the use of 
building materials is key to both the retention and design of buildings. Material 
compatibility forms the key to the building’s performance and longevity, ensuring the 
building’s presence for future generations to use, study and enjoy. The consequences of 
using the wrong materials can be catastrophic, adding waste to landfill of whole or 
portions of buildings considered no longer fit-for-purpose due to the combinations of 
incompatible materials. 

This presentation outlines the SPAB Scholarship programme. The course focuses on 
conservation philosophy and technical training of building construction, and gives an 
education like no other in understanding buildings. Founded by William Morris and Phillip 
Webb, who also founded the Arts and Crafts Movement, the Society for the Protection of 
Ancient Buildings formed a conservation philosophy to highlight the importance of 
ancient buildings, a scorn for conjectural restoration, and the promotion of repairs and 
maintenance. They believed in authenticity of material use and craftsmanship, and 
applied this belief in how they repaired ancient buildings and designed new buildings. 

New Zealand is at a critical crossroad in its retention of historic buildings, with lack of 
connection and understanding of traditional construction techniques leading many 
buildings to be undervalued and unnecessarily removed from our history. In the spirit of 
sustainability and environmental standards, natural building materials offer a solution for 
longevity in building design, forming a connection between historic and contemporary 
architectural solutions through principals and philosophy of conservation and adaptations 
of traditional construction techniques. 

 

Thoroughly Modern Heritage: The Early Years; 1930s New Zealand and an 
Emergent Modernism 

Phillip Hartley 

This presentation addresses one chapter of an almost completed PhD thesis, “Thoroughly 
Modern Heritage”, which examines how the preservation of New Zealand’s mid-century 
architectural heritage can be informed by an understanding of Modernist planning, form 
and materiality, and the engagement with established building conservation principles. 
The core timescale of the thesis, 1940-1970, was prefaced by research that considered a 
period of tradition and transition leading up to main theme, in particular the 1930s – one 
of the most significant decades in New Zealand’s architectural history.  

Modern pretentions during the early 1930s were characterised by the revivalist Spanish 
Mission, Art Deco and Streamlined Moderne styles, and an emergent Modernism during 
the second half of the decade expressed in a small number of houses and the first of the 
state-sponsored multi-unit housing blocks. These were forward-looking buildings that 
finally broke with tradition, inspired by the founding principles of the Modern Movement. 
They were designed by New Zealand architects, some of whom had travelled overseas, 
and returned home, inspired by what they had experienced in Europe. These were 
followed by a number of Modernist émigré architects arriving in New Zealand at the close 
of the decade, furthering the experience. 
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New Zealand is geographically isolated with a comparatively young heritage profession, 
and the preservation of its Modernist architectural heritage faces difficulties with regard 
to statutory protection, public perception, and knowledge about their defining 
characteristics, compared with the wider appreciation of colonial heritage. This 
presentation will discuss these issues with respect to the first Modernist buildings in New 
Zealand, and explain the importance of heritage conservation informed by an 
understanding of heritage values. 

 

Carrying our Anchors: One Pākehā’s Reflection on Kā Huru Manu in a Season of 
Change 

Carolyn Hill 

We face major impacts on cultural heritage assets in New Zealand as climate change 
becomes a lived reality. Yet the Western-dominated world of heritage management 
largely continues in a status quo of “good conservation practice” that functions in 
language of “sustainable balances,” “safeguarding,” “maintaining,” “protecting” and 
“preserving” in response to environmental change. I suggest that tinkering at the edges 
of theory and practice in efforts to maintain existing paradigms will prove futile in the 
face of rapid change. Instead, a sea change will be needed in how we think about 
carrying our past.  

In this whakaaro I explore the recent Climate Change Strategy of te Rūnanga o Ngāi 
Tahu. I draw a link between Ngāi Tahu’s clear-sighted strategy and their creation of Kā 
Huru Manu, the iwi’s digital cultural mapping project. I suggest that Ngāi Tahu’s ability 
to dispassionately consider cultural material change and loss is grounded in this broader 
repatriation of the names and stories of their land.  

I argue that Kā Huru Manu offers a different starting point to build cultural resilience as 
our places change. Three themes will be discussed. First, that kaupapa Māori should be 
the anchor for cultural heritage research, with Western scientific knowledge being 
incorporated into Māori mātauranga, not vice versa. Second, that sharing knowledge and 
making it accessible is critical to cultural landscapes being more deeply understood and 
sustained in an era of climate change. Lastly, that cultural meaning is a living process 
sustained through story-telling. This gives hope that we may continue to cultivate past-
present connections regardless of physical loss. 

 

Demolition by Neglect: Tools for Preventing the Loss of New Zealand’s Heritage 
Buildings 

Jean Keay 

Demolition by neglect (DBN) is an issue that is recognised globally as a threat to historic 
heritage, and New Zealand is no exception. The situation in this country is exacerbated 
by the Building (Earthquake-prone Buildings) Amendment Act 2016, which put a finite 
timeframe on strengthening works and may place many heritage buildings at further risk 
of abandonment, given the current funding and incentives available. Enforcing the care 
of heritage buildings can be problematic given the current legislative tools available and 
an apparent lack of political will to use the tools we do have. Change is needed in order 
to ensure our most at-risk heritage buildings are retained for future generations.  

The presentation will provide an overview of a research report that explored tools 
currently used overseas in three case study countries, how successful these tools are 
and their potential for use within the New Zealand context. An overview of the factors 
that contribute to DBN will be given, addressing both intentional and unintentional 
neglect, and examples of DBN cases in Auckland will be examined. Finally, a set of 
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recommendations will be proposed for a “tool kit” which could contribute to reducing the 
loss of heritage buildings in New Zealand through DBN. 

 

Interpreting the Changing Built Environments in China: Case Studies of Nanjing 
and Guangzhou 

Ye Li 

Over the past few decades, within the increasing research interests in Eastern culture, a 
number of cross-cultural urban form studies have been carried out in several Asian 
cities. Despite the increasing attention that has been given to the concept of “typological 
process”, very few empirical substantiations of building typology have been presented in 
Asian cities. Based on the typological theories and methods of the Italian school, a 
typological study of ordinary residential buildings in Southern China is presented. Case 
studies were conducted in the cities of Nanjing and Guangzhou, the urban form of which 
represents both Chinese cultural perspective of urban construction and the Western 
influence from the late nineteenth century onwards. The typological analysis reveals the 
sequences of ordinary residential building types from the mid-nineteenth century to the 
late twentieth century. This analysis points to some architectural elements, for instance, 
spatial configuration and building structure, that remain the same in spite of changes. 
Such continuity in the evolution of architectural forms denotes the structural 
permanencies in the local architectural history, which is an essential contributor to the 
local architectural identity. Such elements point to the value of the inherited built 
environment in the study area, which calls for conservation strategies that protect them 
from demolition during an urban renewal program. They also connote the need for a 
review of the policy and design implications for current conservation plans. In urban 
planning and conservation practice, the conflict between traditional and modern forms, 
especially in a historic district, has always been one of the most challenging issues. The 
outcome of this research seeks to improve current practice in planning and heritage 
preservation. 

 

Cultural Heritage and Planning for a Multicultural Society: A Case Study of 
Auckland 

Dongxue Liu 

Multicultural planning emerges as a response to the increasing ethno-cultural diversity of 
cities, with cultural heritage a significant component. This research explores how 
heritage planning theory and practice acknowledges, interprets and responds to 
immigrants from diverse cultural backgrounds towards greater inclusivity in the future. It 
focuses on New Zealand’s Chinese communities, and their place in the nation’s planning 
and policy framework, with Auckland selected as a case study. In New Zealand, the first 
batch of Chinese settlement can be traced back to the 1860s. Since the 1980s, the 
Chinese people have become the main flow of immigrants and are recognised as the 
largest Asian ethnic group in the 2013 Census. In this research, the Chinese 
communities refer to Chinese immigrants and their descendants who identify or partly 
identify themselves as ethnic Chinese with Chinese cultural background originally from 
mainland China, Hong Kong SAR and Taiwan. 

The research design employs archival content analysis, interviews and photographic 
methodologies. Content analysis will be used to review Chinese immigrant history and 
prominent cultural activities in Auckland. It will also be used to investigate how diverse 
cultural values have been acknowledged and interpreted, through the “official heritage” 
framework and planning policies sensitive (or otherwise) to multiculturalism. Interviews 
and focus groups with the Chinese community and heritage and planning professionals 
will be conducted to provide enrichment and critique. This data will be supplemented by 



8 

on-site photographic research. Research findings are expected to provide an analytical 
model to assist planners (and related disciplines) to understand and incorporate ethnic 
community perspectives into cultural heritage planning and policy towards enhancing 
cultural democracy, and in particular, in New Zealand, an appreciation of Chinese 
migrant perspectives. 

 

Early Architecture of Hamilton Architect, Terence P. Vautier, from the Late 
1930s to the Early 1950s 

Alice Morris 

Art Deco and Streamlined Moderne architecture from the post-World War I period to the 
beginning of World War II was a significant departure from the Arts and Crafts 
movement. The new styles aligned with late 1930s commentaries on what domestic 
architecture should be – something more than a home, a form of architecture that spoke 
of society’s technical advances. The presence of these architectural designs in today’s 
townscape marks the emergence from the Great Depression, and in New Zealand the 
buildings are also often examples of the work of a younger group of architects who were 
influenced by a greater repertoire of the evolving international styles from Great Britain, 
America and Europe. 
 
This research report explores the extant work of one such architect, Hamilton’s Terence 
P. Vautier. Son of Hamilton architect, Charles A. Vautier, TP Vautier began his practice 
alongside his father in the late 1930s. Hamilton has a number of TP Vautier’s buildings 
dating from 1938 to 1956. While many have been altered, their original design integrity 
remains and additions have been sympathetic to those design features. This is a 
testament to his eye for detail and practical sense of flow and design flair, applied to 
both the interior and exterior of the buildings. Collectively, the buildings provide the 
opportunity for the cataloguing of his approach to design and construction methodology.  

The research report shows that in TP Vautier’s strong, uncomplicated designs, open plan 
layouts enabling people-centric flow, an understanding of setting and orientation and the 
use of high quality craftsmanship, have provided the basis for endurance and longevity. 
As a result, original layouts and features have been adapted to enhance them for today’s 
living requirements, but radical alteration has not been required. 

 

The Delivery of Heritage Values through Urban Regeneration 

Joy Park 

This presentation provides an overview of my PhD thesis, “The Delivery of Heritage 
Values through Urban Regeneration – with the Case Study of Britomart”. 

The thesis is framed within the conservation literature on urban-scale heritage precincts 
and on the provision of interpretative information to explain the value of heritage sites to 
members of the public. New Zealand’s conservation literature hints at the notion of 
precincts through the use of the word “place” rather than “building”. For interpretation, it 
prioritises “appropriateness” of information and design, along with the “treatment of 
fabric” as the main means for communicating heritage values to the public. The thesis 
identifies a gap in the scholarship on the interpretation of urban-scale heritage 
conservation projects, exacerbated by the comparatively recent development of digital 
platforms for publicising interpretative information, and explores these issues with 
analysis of Auckland’s Britomart project. 

The thesis employs a mixed research methodology, including interviews with the 
developers, their architects and the heritage professionals who were involved in the case 
study, as well as questionnaires for the end-users on site. 
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Interviews reveal agreement among professionals with the ethos of New Zealand 
conservation guidance on interpretation. There is a consensus of appreciation for the 
voluntary provision of interpretive materials on site, in biannual promotional publications 
and online in high-quality websites. 

Questionnaires conducted in the public spaces of the precinct sought users’ actual 
understanding and appreciation of the heritage values. Quantitative analysis correlated 
variables to awareness of history and heritage values. Three respondents specifically 
commented on the need for more interpretive material.  

The thesis shows the importance of providing interpretive information through a range of 
media in encouraging public awareness, understanding and appreciation of the heritage 
values of urban precincts revitalised through public-private partnerships. 

 

The Cross-fertilisation of Ideas between New Zealand and Overseas Heritage 
Architecture and Cultural Landscape Conservation 

Candida Rolla 

The principal international surveys of heritage conservation theory and practice mark the 
shift, during the twentieth century, of the scale of protection from the individual building 
to the concept of the cultural landscape. This aspect partially owes to the validation by 
international organisations of the indigenous set of values encountered in the Eastern 
hemisphere. Such an opening clearly represents the cross-fertilisation of ideas 
characteristic of the globalised modern conservation movement. 

Aotearoa New Zealand is generally absent from the international survey books. However, 
it is possible to recognise New Zealand’s international contribution in two critical 
elements: (i) the implementation of non-Western heritage values into the official 
guidelines (ICOMOS New Zealand Charter 1993, 2010); and (ii) the protection of cultural 
landscapes within the frame of the UNESCO World Heritage List (Tongariro National Park 
entry, 1993). 

This thesis locates New Zealand heritage conservation theory and practices within the 
international stage, exploring how the main overseas influences have been adapted to 
the specifics of the place and its cultures and how the country manages its heritage 
resources within the frame of the cultural landscape. 

The study aligns with the role of heritage in social and environmental sustainability and 
identifies gaps and connections with the international network of organisations currently 
engaged with the topic.  

The intent is to demonstrate how New Zealand’s variety of heritage resources is a fertile 
ground for development in the identification, assessment, preservation, management 
and promotion of heritage architecture and cultural landscapes, contributing nationally 
and globally to the contemporary conservation discipline. 

 

Ihumaatao and Valuing the SOUL of Our Cultural Heritage Landscapes 

Nicola Short 

Ihumaatao is a significant cultural heritage landscape. Its character and authenticity are 
drawn from the connections between its volcanic mountains, river, the papakāinga, iwi, 
surrounding harbour, and ecological and landscape values. The settler occupation 
alongside Māori land use is crucial to the importance of the place.  

New Zealand currently has a housing shortage. Various regulatory tools have been 
developed or adapted to address the shortfall including legislation which undervalues 
and side-lines heritage and indigenous rights. As a result a development project to build 
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480 homes at Ihumaatao has been approved. This development would destroy much of 
the evidence of settler occupation and Māori land use. 

SOUL (Save Our Unique Landscape) is a group of hau kāinga and pākehā activists 
formed “To protect and conserve the whenua at Ihumaatao from … plans to build a high-
cost housing development there.” 

The five-year campaign culminated on July 23rd this year with protectors occupying the 
whenua. This presentation will explore public policy, heritage planning issues and the 
role of social media including what provocations #protectihumatao provides for heritage. 

The author is a member of SOUL and has been advising the campaign on cultural 
heritage landscape, planning and policy matters. Since the on-the-ground campaign, I 
have been coordinating the social media. At the time of writing, the campaign is 
ongoing. 

 

The Perception of Operating and/or Owning a Business in a Historic Heritage 
Area, using Karangahape Road as an Example 

Kok Hong Wan  

The popularity of online shopping and big-box retail centres are unsettling for traditional 
brick and mortar retailers, as the phenomena have directly resulted in increased floor 
vacancy and the redundancy of heritage buildings across cities. This research aimed to 
reinforce the values that built heritage has for urban commercial districts. Despite a 
handful of negative perceptions of retaining built heritage, there is growing evidence to 
demonstrate that adequate planning and successful heritage adaptation benefits 
developers and occupants and contributes to the sustainable growth of cities. The core of 
this research was online questionnaires that targeted businesses and landlords in 
Auckland’s Karangahape Road Historic Heritage Area and Business Improvement District. 
The questionnaires aimed to identify the respondents’ awareness and to obtain their 
views on operating or owning a business that occupies protected built heritage. Overall, 
results indicated that built heritage is beneficial for businesses, especially small-scaled 
independent organisations based in the area. Businesses and revenue have steadily 
increased since the designation of the study site as a Historic Heritage Area. 
Correlational analyses further supported the idea that older buildings are more suitable 
for most businesses due to their affordability, aesthetics and atmosphere. Challenges 
were raised about aging buildings and the structural maintenance of their premises. 
Landlords, on the other hand, had a different opinion or less awareness of heritage 
values.   


